e
==l
Ui+

Last updated: July 26, 2021

U NIVERSITATobe Awaiting for linguistic review

Doc: 2.1.C_AN
BARCELONA -
Escola de Doctorat

COMMITMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DOCTORAL STUDENT AND THE THESIS SUPERVISOR(S)

Doctorate is a professional experience designed to provide students with high-level scientific skills
and generic skills that will be of value in positions of responsibility in all socioeconomic sectors. The
objectives of doctoral studies are an original and innovative research project, a personal plan for
ongoing training to support the research project, and the preparation of the doctoral student’s
professional project.

This agreement defines the respective rights and obligations and the mutual commitment of the
signatories to ensure the attainment of the abovementioned objectives during the preparation of
the doctoral thesis. The signatories are:

e The doctoral student.

e The tutor.

e The thesis supervisors who are guiding the research plan.

e The doctoral programme coordinator, as chairperson of the Academic Committee.

All of these individuals must sign the agreement when the doctoral student enrolls in the doctoral
programme.

1. Mutual collaboration

The doctoral student, the tutor and the thesis supervisors are committed to collaborating mutually
to attain the following: the submission of the research plan, monitoring and annual assessment, the
preparation of the doctoral thesis and the defence of the doctoral thesis in accordance with the
applicable procedures and time periods established in these regulations.

2. Obligations and dedication of the tutor

The tutor knows the legislation related to doctoral studies and, in particular, the regulations related
to doctoral studies at the University of Barcelona and to the doctoral programme.

The tutor commits to inform about the functioning of the doctoral programme, carry out regular
reviews of the research plan and the activities document, overseeing the interaction between the
doctoral student and the Academic Committee of the doctoral programme and performing all of the
functions specified in the internal regulations of the Doctoral School of the University of Barcelona
and in the Regulating Rules of the Doctorate at the University of Barcelona.

For these purposes, the dedication of the tutor shall be recognized in accordance with the
prevailing regulations of the University of Barcelona.
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3. Obligations and dedication of the thesis supervisor(s)

The thesis supervisor knows the legislation related to doctoral studies and, in particular, the
regulations related to doctoral studies at the University of Barcelona and to the doctoral programme.

The thesis supervisor ensures that the doctoral student has access to the necessary resources to
carry out the research plan in accordance with the criteria of high-quality research.

The thesis supervisor commits to regular reviews of
(optionally, the regularity of reviews can be specified in each case), providing guidance and focus for
the research plan’s development. At the same time, the thesis supervisor must encourage the

doctoral student to take initiative and become increasingly independent throughout the project.

The thesis supervisor must ensure that the research plan is of the highest scientific quality in the
field of and that it is original,
developmental, innovative and can be carried out in the terms proposed, as well by the doctoral
student as consistent with the line of research to which it is linked.

The thesis supervisor will ensure that ethical code and good practices are fulfilled. To prove it, the
thesis supervisor will sign a statement saying he/she is not aware of plagiarism. The doctoral student
will attach this statement duly signed to the authorization request to deposit the thesis.

Specifically, the thesis supervisor commits to regular reviews of the personalized activities document
and to perform all the functions specified in the internal regulations of the Doctoral School of the
University of Barcelona and in the Regulating Rules of the Doctorate at the University of Barcelona.

For these purposes, the dedication of the tutor shall be recognized in accordance with the prevailing
regulations of the University of Barcelona.

4. Obligations and dedication of the doctoral student

The doctoral student commits to completing enrolment each academic year within the time periods
established in the calendar, submitting the research plan in the established time period and carrying
out the doctoral studies as established by the applicable regulations on monitoring and annual
assessment of the research plan and the completion of training activities indicated by the thesis
supervisor, in accordance with the commitments that arise from this agreement. The doctoral
student must regularly inform the thesis supervisor(s) of his or her progress, the results obtained and
any problems that may arise. He or she must pay due heed to comments made by the supervisor(s).

For these purposes, the dedication of the doctoral student is
(part-time/full-time), in accordance with the authorization of the Academic Committee of the
doctoral programme. The maximum length of doctoral studies will be (3 years
full-time doctorate / 5 years part-time doctorate), from the date the doctoral student formalized the

admission to a doctoral programme (first registration of academic tuition) until the date of the
submission of the doctoral thesis.
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Regarding full-time doctorate, if after the 3 year-deadline doctoral student has not submitted the
thesis, an extension of the deadline can be requested to the Academic Commission of the doctoral
programme. The Academic Commission can authorize it for one year, and, exceptionally, it can be
extended one year more.

In case of illness, risk of pregnancy or risk during breastfeeding, maternity, adoption, custody for
adoption or care, paternity and in case of protection measures of gender violence, according to the
regulation, doctoral students have to inform the Academic Commission of the doctoral programme
about provisional leave in the programme. This period of leave will be recognized in doctoral
student’s file and will be deducted from the count of the permanence regime and extensions. If
provisional leave is less than one academic-year, doctoral student must enroll and apply for the
approval of the Research Plan or the annual monitoring report at the moment of reintegration as a
requirement for the enrollment in the following academic year.

Doctoral student can request a provisional leave because of personal reasons for a maximum of one
academic year, which can be extended for one academic year more, to the Doctoral Commission.
The request, which must be accompanied by supporting documentation, will be presented before
starting the period of the leave and, in case it is for one academic year, before the enrollment. If the
doctoral student would like to extend the leave for one year more, this same procedure must be
repeated. This kind of leaves for personal reasons cannot be authorized during the extensions of the
doctoral studies, apart from those one that are considered serious and exceptional by the Academic
Commission. The period of leave will be recognized in doctoral student’s file and will be deducted
from the count of the permanence regime and extensions.

Doctoral student must behave ethically when informing about the results obtained during the
doctoral research time and must adjust the Research Plan to the good practice code in research and
to the good practice code of the Doctoral School of the University of Barcelona. Likewise, doctoral
student will avoid plagiarism and respect the principles of intellectual property.

5. Obligations and dedication of the Academic Committee

The Academic Committee performs the functions established in the internal regulations of the
Doctoral School of the University of Barcelona and the Regulating Rules of the Doctorate at the
University of Barcelona and, therefore, it is the body responsible for the research progress.

In the performance of its assigned functions, it takes responsibility for the admission of students to
the doctoral programme and the assignment of tutors and thesis supervisors. In addition, the
Academic Committee authorizes the research plan submitted by the doctoral student and carries out
an annual review of the doctoral student’s training activities and progress made on the research plan.

The Academic Committee approves the calendar and the specific documents that must be attached
to the submitted research plans and for their monitoring and annual assessment. The calendar and
the list of documents are to be posted on on the programme’s website.
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6. Confidentiality

Doctoral students are obliged to maintain the confidentiality of all confidential data and information,
whether verbal, written, graphic or in any other form, provided by the thesis supervisor(s), tutor or
any other member of the research team. They must not reveal, communicate, give away or disclose
confidential information to a third party and must use the information with the sole aim of producing
their doctoral thesis.

Doctoral students are obliged not to reveal any information pertaining to the research group that is
classed as confidential without the prior express written consent of the thesis supervisor(s) and/or
the tutor. Where appropriate, the doctoral student can make use of the special procedure for the
authorization and defence of doctoral theses subject to processes of protection or of technology or
knowledge transfer established in the pertinent regulations. Doctoral students are obliged to sign
any confidentiality agreements that are deemed necessary by thesis supervisors, research groups or
tutor.

This confidentiality agreement shall remain in force and continue to be binding even after the
termination of any administrative and/or employment agreements between the doctoral student
and the University of Barcelona.

7. Intellectual/industrial property

The doctoral student has the right to be recognized as holder of the intellectual or industrial property
rights that correspond to him/her, in accordance with prevailing legislation, and to appear as co-
author of all papers, articles or communications that describe research work in which the student
has been significantly involved.

The doctoral student may exercise his/her intellectual property rights derived from the research
training activity and in accordance with his/her contribution, according to the provisions
established in the prevailing legislation. The aforementioned rights are independent, compatible
and can be accumulated with other rights that could be derived from the research that is carried
out, without prejudice to the conditions related to joint work when the doctoral student
participates in a joint research project or is associated with such a project.

With respect to possible industrial property rights resulting from the research, doctoral students will
be subject to prevailing legislation on university patents and to applicable UB regulations. Sums to
which the student may be entitled for the use and assignment of the abovementioned rights shall
not be considered a salary.

8. Resolution of conflicts

In the event that the provisions of this agreement are not met, the parties must contact the
coordinator of the doctoral programme, who will act as a mediator. If a conflict cannot be resolved
through mediation, it will be referred to the Mediation and Conflict Resolution Committee of the
Doctoral School of the University of Barcelona, which will be responsible for resolving the conflict.
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If the doctoral studies are carried out in partnership with another institution, the parties must comply
with the special provisions established in the collaboration agreement of which the signatories of
this document must be aware.

9. Commitment to ethical practice

All signatories are committed to abiding by recognized ethical practice and principles approved by
the University of Barcelona and by the ethical standards set out in various national, sector-specific
and institutional codes of professional conduct.

10. Validity

This document will be valid from the date that it is signed until the defence of the doctoral thesis.
Nevertheless, it will become void if any of the clauses or the internal regulations of the Doctoral
School of the University of Barcelona or the Regulating Rules of the Doctorate at the University of
Barcelona.

Barcelona, on  of , 20

Chairperson of the Academic Committee of the The doctoral student,
doctoral programme

(signed) (signed)

Name and surnames: Name and surnames:

No. of DNI / passport / EU document:

No. of DNI / passport / EU document:
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The tutor,

(signed)

Name and surnames:

No. of DNI / passport / EU document:

The thesis supervisor,

(signed)
Name and surnames:

No. of DNI / passport / EU document:

The thesis supervisor,

(signed)

Name and surnames:




